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I have consistently supported stricter 
penalties for convicted arsonists. I 
have supported the efforts of the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms 
that assist our fine state and local fire 
investigators. I have also supported the 
United States Fire Administration 
which provides valuable research 
grants and public education efforts 
geared toward controlling arson. 

Mr. President I remind all Americans 
that arson is still a serious problem, 
one we must continually work together 
to solve.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN L. REICHERT 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today with a heavy 
heart. If it hadn’t happened already, 
the Yugoslav conflict just hit home. 

Early yesterday morning, NATO ex-
perienced its first fatalities in its cam-
paign against Yugoslavia. And Chetek, 
Wisconsin found its way into the news. 

Army Chief Warrant Officer Kevin L. 
Reichert, of Chetek, Wisconsin, was 
killed aboard an Apache helicopter 
during a nighttime training mission in 
Albania. My thoughts, prayers, and 
sympathies go out to the friends and 
family of Kevin Reichert. We can all be 
proud of Kevin’s service to his country. 

The 28-year old from Wisconsin’s 
Chippewa Valley leaves behind his wife 
of eight years, Ridgeley, and 3 kids. I 
thank the proud residents of Chetek 
and of Barron County, Wisconsin, for 
helping to raise such a brave and dedi-
cated American. I hope the Reichert 
family and the 1,700 people of Chetek 
will take solace in the gratitude of our 
Nation. 

The NATO effort in Yugoslavia has 
its costs. Kevin’s death, and that of his 
co-pilot, David Gibbs, of Ohio, are sad 
reminders that conflicts like the one in 
Yugoslavia, while they seem far away, 
have a very real impact at home. 

Mr. President, I am sure my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to 
Kevin Reichert for his dedicated serv-
ice to the United States.∑ 

f 

HONORING ELMA F. BRITTINGHAM 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, it is with 
utmost respect and admiration that I 
rise today to acknowledge the con-
tributions of a woman who, at the age 
of 99, has never tired of giving her all 
to her country and to the men and 
women of the Mill Creek Fire Com-
pany—Elma F. Brittingham of 
Marshallton, Delaware, affectionately 
known to everyone as ‘‘Mom.’’ On May 
8, 1999, Mill Creek will honor her at its 
72nd Annual Dinner for 72 years of un-
matched volunteer service to the Mill 
Creek Fire Company. Yes, Elma is a 
charter member of the Mill Creek Fire 
Company and she remains an institu-
tion in the Fire Hall. 

This well-deserved recognition is 
much less than I or anyone in Delaware 

could ever do to capture just how sig-
nificant Elma’s life has been to every-
one with whom she has come in con-
tact. Her legacy is etched in the mem-
ory of every fire service professional 
and volunteer in our State and her life 
continues to be an inspiration to all of 
us. 

While many remember Elma for her 
50 years of preparing turkey dinners for 
the Annual Volunteer Fire Conference, 
or her playing Yen Man in the com-
pany minstrel show, she is most re-
membered for her work on the front- 
line, fighting fires under the most dan-
gerous circumstances. The one she 
most vividly remembers was during 
World War II when she helped put out 
a fire at an old prison farm on Duncan 
Road in Wilmington during a thunder 
and lightning storm. With this same 
energy and vigor, Elma is as spirited 
today, five decades later, as she was 
more than a half-century ago. 

I know that there may be someone 
like Elma Brittingham in other States, 
but none can be more important to a 
community than this totally com-
mitted, selfless woman that I honor 
today. She is what we, as Americans, 
should aspire to be—a loyal public 
servant, an example of excellence and 
achievement in everything she has 
committed to accomplishing, and a 
credit to her community and to her 
country. I am deeply privileged to 
know this woman and proud to call her 
a heroic Delawarean and an out-
standing American.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BETTY FRANKLIN- 
HAMMONDS 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. On April 28th, Madi-
son lost a dedicated advocate and a 
dear friend: Betty Franklin-Ham-
monds. 

Betty’s life story is a catalogue of re-
markable achievements. From her ten-
ure as the executive director of the 
Madison Urban League, where she 
spearheaded a study on the gap in 
achievement between black and white 
students in the Madison school system, 
to her leadership at the Madison Times 
and the numerous awards she received 
for her work, there are countless exam-
ples of Betty’s effectiveness as an advo-
cate in the community. 

But it was her character, more than 
any title or award, that defined Betty 
and made her such a powerful presence 
in our community. She was a truth 
teller who never backed down from a 
fight, a woman who led by example and 
wasn’t shy about asking others to 
make the commitment to change she 
demanded from herself. 

Betty was a unique combination of a 
quiet dignity and a fierce passion for 
justice that could only be quenched by 
constant motion. She worked tire-
lessly, as a social worker, at the Madi-
son chapter of the NAACP, at the 
Urban League, and at the Madison 
Times, to make our city a better place. 

Her own words tell us more about 
Betty than any tribute ever could. 
After receiving an award for her hu-
manitarian work, she once told a crowd 
that ‘‘everybody can be great because 
everybody can serve.’’ By that meas-
ure, Betty Franklin-Hammonds was 
great indeed.∑ 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I have 
several unanimous consent requests. 
All of them are agreed to on both sides 
of the aisle. Let me just go through 
them. 

f 

DESIGNATING THE WEEK OF MAY 
2 THROUGH 8, 1999, AS THE 14TH 
ANNUAL TEACHER APPRECIA-
TION WEEK, AND DESIGNATING 
TUESDAY, MAY 4, 1999, AS NA-
TIONAL TEACHER DAY 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed immediately to the con-
sideration of S. Res. 97, submitted ear-
lier today by Senator COVERDELL for 
himself and others. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative assistant read as fol-
lows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 97) designating the 
week of May 2 through 8, 1999, as the 14th an-
nual Teacher Appreciation Week, and desig-
nating Tuesday, May 4, 1999, as National 
Teacher Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 97) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 97 

Whereas the foundation of American free-
dom and democracy is a strong, effective sys-
tem of education where every child has the 
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opportunity to learn in a safe and nurturing 
environment; 

Whereas a first rate education system de-
pends on a partnership between parents, 
principals, teachers, and children; 

Whereas much of the success of our Nation 
during the 20th Century (the American Cen-
tury) is the result of the hard work and dedi-
cation of teachers across the Nation; 

Whereas in addition to a child’s family, 
knowledgeable and skillful teachers can have 
a profound impact on the child’s early devel-
opment and future success; 

Whereas many people spend their lives 
building careers, teachers spend their careers 
building lives; 

Whereas our Nation’s teachers serve our 
Nation’s children beyond the call of duty as 
coaches, mentors, and advisers without re-
gard to fame or fortune; and 

Whereas across our Nation nearly 3,000,000 
men and women experience the joys of teach-
ing young minds the virtues of reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of May 2 through 8, 

1999, as the ‘‘14th Annual Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week’’; 

(2) designates Tuesday, May 4, 1999, as ‘‘Na-
tional Teacher Day’’; and 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States to take a moment out of their busy 
lives to say thanks and pay tribute to our 
Nation’s teachers. 

f 

THE CALENDAR 

DANTE B. FASCELL NORTH-SOUTH 
CENTER ACT OF 1999 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 73, H.R. 432. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative assistant read as fol-
lows: 

A bill (H.R. 432) to designate the North/ 
South Center as the Dante B. Fascell North- 
South Center. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that the state-
ments relating to the bill appear in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 432) was considered 
read a third time and passed. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE ESCALATING 
VIOLENCE, THE GROSS VIOLA-
TION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
ATTACKS AGAINST CIVILIANS, 
AND THE ATTEMPT TO OVER-
THROW A DEMOCRATICALLY 
ELECTED GOVERNMENT IN SI-
ERRA LEONE 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed immediately to the consider-
ation of Calendar No. 74, S. Res. 54. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative assistant read as fol-
lows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 54) condemning the 
escalating violence, the gross violation of 
human rights and attacks against civilians, 
and the attempt to overthrow a democrat-
ically elected government in Sierra Leone. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
and preamble be agreed to en bloc, the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
thereto be placed in the RECORD at the 
appropriate place as if read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 54) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution (S. Res. 54), with its 

preamble, reads as follows: 
S. RES. 54 

Whereas the Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Council (AFRC) military junta and the rebel 
fighters of the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) in Sierra Leone mounted a campaign 
of ‘‘Operation No Living Thing’’ in 1997 and 
have recently renewed the terror; 

Whereas the atrocities and violence 
against the citizens of Sierra Leone, which 
include forced amputations, raping of women 
and children, pillaging farms, and the killing 
of the civilian population, has continued for 
more than 8 years; 

Whereas the AFRC and RUF continue to 
kidnap children, forcibly train them, and 
send them as combatants in the conflict in 
Sierra Leone; 

Whereas the Nigerian-led intervention 
force, Economic Community Monitoring 
Group (ECOMOG), which has deployed nearly 
15,000 troops to Sierra Leone, has made a 
considerable contribution towards ending 
the cycle of violence there, despite the fact 
that some of its members have engaged in 
violations of humanitarian law; 

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that 
in 1998 more than 210,000 refugees fled Sierra 
Leone to Guinea, bringing the total number 
of Sierra Leonean refugees in Guinea to 
350,000, in addition to some 90,000 Sierra 
Leonean refugees who sought safe haven in 
Liberia; 

Whereas the refugee camps in Guinea and 
Liberia are at risk of being used as safe ha-
vens for rebels and staging areas for attacks 
into Sierra Leone; 

Whereas the humanitarian crisis in Sierra 
Leone has reached epic proportions with peo-
ple dying from lack of food and medicine; 
and 

Whereas the escalating violence in Sierra 
Leone threatens stability in West Africa and 
has the immediate potential of spreading to 
neighboring Guinea: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) urges the President and the Secretary 

of State to give high priority to aiding in the 
resolution of the conflict in Sierra Leone and 
to bringing stability to West Africa, includ-
ing active participation and leadership in 
the Sierra Leone Contact Group; 

(2) condemns— 
(A) the violent atrocities committed by the 

Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) 
and the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 

throughout the conflict, and in particular its 
attacks against civilians and its use of chil-
dren as combatants; and 

(B) those external actors, including Libe-
ria, Burkina Faso, and Libya, for contrib-
uting to the continuing cycle of violence in 
Sierra Leone by providing financial, polit-
ical, and other types of assistance to the 
AFRC or the RUF, often in direct violation 
of the United Nations arms embargo; 

(3) supports continued efforts by the re-
gional peacekeeping force, ECOMOG, to re-
store peace and security and to defend the 
democratically elected government of Sierra 
Leone; 

(4) recognizes that basic improvements in 
ECOMOG’s performance with respect to 
human rights and the management of its 
own personnel would markedly improve its 
effectiveness in achieving its goals and im-
prove the level of international support 
needed to meet those goals; 

(5) supports appropriate United States 
logistical, medical and political support for 
ECOMOG and notes the contribution that 
such support has made thus far toward 
achieving the goals of peace and stability in 
Sierra Leone; 

(6) calls for an immediate cessation of hos-
tilities and respect for human rights, and 
urges all members of the armed conflict in 
Sierra Leone to engage in dialogue to bring 
about a long-term solution to such conflict; 
and 

(7) expresses support for the people of Si-
erra Leone in their quest for a democratic, 
prosperous, and reconciled society. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE 
TREATMENT OF WOMEN AND 
GIRLS BY THE TALIBAN IN AF-
GHANISTAN 

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 75, S. Res. 68. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative assistant read as fol-
lows: 

A bill (S. Res. 68) expressing the sense of 
the Senate regarding the treatment of 
women and girls by the Taliban in Afghani-
stan. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am so 
pleased that the Senate will stand up 
for the rights of women and pass S. 
Res. 68, a resolution condemning the 
Taliban’s treatment of women and girls 
in Afghanistan. I especially thank Sen-
ator BROWNBACK in joining me as the 
main cosponsor of this resolution. 

The Taliban is a militia group that 
now controls between 85–90 percent of 
Afghanistan. People living under its 
rule are subjected to an extreme inter-
pretation of Islam practiced nowhere 
else in the world. It is especially re-
pressive on women living in Afghani-
stan. 

Under Taliban rule, women and girls 
in Afghanistan are denied even the 
most basic human rights. They cannot 
work outside the home, attend school, 
or even wear shoes that make noise 
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